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REPORT TO THE 27th A.G.M OF THE BARBADOS SQUASH RACKETS ASSOCIATION
(BSRA) - FOR THE PERIOD MAY 30, 2006 – MAY 28, 2007.
This report is submitted on behalf of the Council of the BSRA to the membership and covers a period of twelve months since the last Annual General Meeting.

ADMINISTRATION

Affiliation
The BSRA is recognized as a National Sports Federation by the Barbados Olympic Association Inc. (BOA) and the National Sports Council (NSC). The BSRA is also affiliated to the World Squash Federation (WSF), the Federacion Panamericana de Squash (FPS) and the Caribbean Area Squash Association (CASA).

BSRA Council

At the 26th AGM the following members were elected: Mr. Mylon Wason – President; Mr. Gavin Cumberbatch - Senior Vice President; Mr. Craig Archer - Junior Vice President; Mr. Shawn Simpson - Treasurer; Mrs. Lilianna White - Secretary; Mrs. Yvonne Parris - Assistant Secretary; as well as the following three Council Members: Mr. Nigel Griffith, Mr. Norman Rice and Mr. Marlon White. Miss Cheri-Ann Parris was elected as the Junior Representative. Towards the end of 2006 the elected President left the island and has not contacted the Council since. In January, 2007 the elected Secretary tendered her resignation for personal reasons. Gavin Cumberbatch and Yvonne Parris have acted in the positions of President and Secretary respectively since then. The Council met on five occasions during the period under review, the last two being in the BOA’s new Olympic Centre.
Sub-Committees

The seven appointed BSRA sub-committees and their conveners were as follows:  Disciplinary (Adrian Deane), Fund Raising (Shawn Simpson), Junior Development (Gavin Cumberbatch), Public Relations and Marketing (Craig Archer), Selection and Ranking (Craig Archer), Squash Development (Mylon Wason) and Tournament (Marlon White). All sub-committee members are thanked for their various contributions to the performance of these committees.

Membership

There has been no significant change in the BSRA’s membership base. There are three affiliated clubs: Barbados Defence Force (BDF), Barbados Squash Club (BSC) and Pleasant Place Squash Club (PP), and approximately 70 ordinary and 50 junior (i.e. under-19) paid up members. There are approximately 200 – 250 persons who play socially. Mr. Rudy Goodridge remains the only Honorary Life Member of the Association. 

SPORTS POSITIONS HELD, AWARDS AND APPOINTMENTS

Barbados Olympic Association Inc. (BOA)
Craig Archer is currently a Director of the BOA. His second four year term of office will end in 2008, after the summer Olympic Games in Beijing, China.

World Squash Federation (WSF)
During the period under review Craig Archer was appointed to serve on the Technical Committee of the WSF under the chairmanship of Chris Herridge of England. This two-year term of office will end in 2008.

Caribbean Area Squash Association (CASA)
Craig Archer is currently the 7th Officer of CASA.  His two-year term of office will end in August 2007.

INTERNATIONAL OR MAJOR MEETINGS ATTENDED

Caribbean Area Squash Association (CASA)
Mylon Wason represented the BSRA at a Special Meeting of CASA held in Barbados on August 13, 2006.

Federacion Panamericana de Squash (FPS)
Craig Archer and Mylon Wason represented the BSRA at the 18th Annual General Meeting of the FPS held in Medellin, Colombia on September 15, 2006. This was the seventh FPS AGM that the BSRA has attended. The next AGM will be held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil on July 18, 2007.

World Squash Federation (WSF)
Craig Archer represented the BSRA at the 36th Annual General Meeting and Conference of the WSF held in Cape Town, South Africa from October 5 & 6, 2006. This was the fifth WSF AGM that the BSRA has attended. The next AGM and Conference will be held in Bermuda from November 29 - December 1, 2007.
Barbados Olympic Association (BOA)
Two members of the newly elected Council will represent the BSRA at the Annual General Meeting of the BOA to be held at Grand Barbados on May 30, 2007. Craig Archer will also attend in his own right as a BOA Director.
FINANCE

Sponsorship
The continued staging of domestic competitions and events, as well as the other work of the Association, would be impossible without the continued generous support of tournament sponsors. Sponsorship and grants from the Barbados Olympic Association was in excess of $30,000 in 2006 and exceeded that from all other sponsors combined. The BOA is the lifeblood of many sports in Barbados and the BSRA is exceedingly grateful for its assistance. The other tournament sponsors such as: Sagicor General Insurance Company, Playfair Ltd., Federal Bookmakers Ltd., Rotherley Construction Inc. and Toshiba Copy Centre as well as the National Sports Council are all thanked for their continued support of the tournaments on the local squash calendar. All of these competitions were also held at the Barbados Squash Club and the management of the BSC is thanked for its continuing support of squash over the years. As always, a special mention must be made of the ever present Mr. Tony Roach at the Club, who is always so helpful during our events there.

Fund Raising
A small amount of fund raising was done in the early part of the year but little has taken place since then. The new Fund Raising Committee will need to re-double its efforts over the coming year in order to raise funds to cover the costs of our local programmes and overseas tours. Two persons who have already volunteered to assist in the year ahead are 
Audre Spence and Tisha Truss. 
As you will see from the Treasurer’s report which will be presented shortly, the BSRA realized a small surplus of just under $900 in 2006 as compared with much more healthy surplus of almost $16,000 in 2005. This change can be attributed to a significant reduction in grant funding from the BOA in 2006, as compared to 2005, as the effect of the BOA’s building project and its Major Games expenses in 2006 began to impact the level of grants it could pay out to its constituent National Federations. The cost of the BSRA’s overseas tours this year will be high since these planned tours are all to the northern Caribbean: i.e. the 25th annual Junior Caribbean Squash Championships (July 19 - 29, 2007) in the BVI (Tortola); the 16th biennial Caribbean Squash Championships (August 10 – 19, 2007) in Jamaica; and the 6th annual Pan American Junior Squash Championships also in Jamaica. As usual our aim will be to send these teams on tour at minimal cost to the players selected to represent their country.

COMPETITIONS / TOURNAMENTS

Regional Competitions

The highlight of the year in review was the performance of the Barbados squash team at the XX Central American and Caribbean (CAC) Games in July 2006 in Cartagena, Colombia. In a watershed moment for Barbadian squash the ladies team comprising: Karen Meakins, Sonia Perkins, Cheri-Ann Parris and Nadia McCarthy secured a bronze medal in the ladies team competition. 
In addition, despite having little experience playing doubles, the men’s doubles pair of Gavin Cumberbatch and Shawn Simpson and the mixed doubles pair of Karen Meakins and Gavin Cumberbatch both reached the semi-final round and also picked up bronze medals. These three medals were the first won by squash in any Major Games under the BOA’s umbrella and contributed to a record medal haul of 19 medals (6 gold, 2 silver, 11 bronze) won by Barbados at these games. Congratulations go out to the medalists and also to the hard working Team Manager, Orson Simpson, and the other Men’s team members, Mark Sealy and Marlon White. A special mention must be made of Shawn Simpson who remained in Cartagena with the volleyball team after the squash team left, and thus became the first person to represent Barbados in two sports at the same Major Games. Well done Shawn!
In September 2006, a Men’s team comprising Cumberbatch, Simpson, Sealy and Fabian Goodridge travelled to Medellin, Colombia to compete in the Pan American Squash Championships and finished 13th out of 14 teams. 
The Jamaican men’s team, who we defeated at the CAC Games in July, beat us 2-1 in the initial round robin which condemned us to the bottom of our first round pool. Jamaica eventually finished 11th but also just failed to qualify for this year’s Pan American Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (only the top 10 teams qualified). The BOA is once again to be thanked for its assistance in covering some of the travel costs to get these four men to that Pan Am Games qualifier tournament.
Caribbean Competitions
At the 24th Junior Caribbean Squash Championships held in Jamaica in July 2006, under the guidance of team manager, Karen Meakins, and junior coach, Marlon White, the Barbados junior team (comprising Alex Garcia, Nkosi Ross, Liu Ross, Jonathan O’Dowd, Ciaran Raymer, and Matthew Hutchinson [boys]; as well as Nadia McCarthy, Cheri-Ann Parris, Tanya Marshall, Zoe Lisk and Asha Gibbs [girls]) placed third in the girl’s team event and seventh in the boy’s team event. In the individuals, Barbados came away with two gold medals and one bronze, with Cheri-Ann Parris winning her first Caribbean under-17 title and fourth overall without dropping a single game.  In the GU-19, Nadia McCarthy, in her final Junior CASA appearance won her first Caribbean age group title by defeating her opponent 10/9 in the fifth game in an emotional final. Asha Gibbs placed third in the GU-13 age group on her first squash tour. Of the boys, Nkosi Ross placed fourth in the BU-17 age group. Congratulations to all concerned! Thanks also to Yvonne Parris who chaperoned the majority of the team from Barbados while the Manager and Coach and two players flew straight from Colombia to Jamaica. Junior CASA in 2008 is scheduled to be held in Bermuda, while it will be Barbados’ turn to host once again in 2009.
In August 2006, Barbados hosted the biennial Southern Caribbean Squash Championships and swept the team titles by winning the veterans, men’s, ladies and the overall trophies with ease. In the individuals, Karen Meakins lost in the ladies final in five games to the world ranked Nicolette Fernandes from Guyana. Cheri-Ann Parris, Jenny Armstrong, Lilianna White and Nadia McCarthy all finished in the top 8. Carla Jackson won the ladies plate and finished 9th.

On the men’s side, Gavin Cumberbatch defeated Colin Ramasra (T&T) in four games to become the first Barbadian man to win a Southern Caribbean title in over two decades. Fabian Goodridge was the next highest finisher, winning the men’s plate and finishing ninth. Ladies captain, Sonia Perkins easily retained her Ladies’ Over-40 title. Men’s captain, Nigel Griffith, also retained his Men’s Over-40 title, and managed to defeat his main rival, John Holley (T&T), in true “dragon” style, roaring back from 0-2 down to win “going away” in five games.

As a result of these impressive performances most of the men and ladies on the Barbados team earned a Southern Caribbean ranking, e.g. Ladies: Karen Meakins (2); Jennifer Armstrong (4); Lilianna White (5); Cheri-Ann Parris (6); Nadia McCarthy (7); plus Carla Jackson (9/12): Men: Gavin Cumberbatch (1); Shawn Simpson (5); plus Fabian Goodridge and Mark Sealy (9/12).

Domestic Competitions
In the period under review there were eight tournaments held in Barbados, all but one of which were BSRA organized. In June 2006, in the Playfair Ltd. / Federal Bookmakers Barbados Squash Open, Shawn Badrinath (Guyana) won his fifth straight men’s title by defeating Gavin Cumberbatch in four games. Steve Smith (Jamaica) defeated Shawn Simpson in four games for third place. In the ladies final Karen Meakins won her seventh Barbados Open title by defeating her former student, Victoria Lust (England), in straight games. Jenny Armstrong defeated Sonia Perkins by default (injured ankle) for third place.

In September / October, the third annual Rotherley Junior Open was held with 34 entries including five from overseas. The winners were as follows: (under-11) (no girls) and Stewart St. John; (under-13) Asha Gibbs and Matthew Mackenzie; (under-15) Kennilee Ward and Oliver Kear [Guyana]; (under-17) (no competition for the girls) and Nkosi Ross; (under-19) Cheri-Ann Parris and Bob Gomez (T&T).

In October, the Barbados Seniors Squash Open attracted 33 competitors. The winners were as follows: Ladies Senior Open:: Elizabeth Johnson, Ayoni Bradshaw was runner-up. Men +35: Norman Rice defeated Alex McDonald in the final; Nigel Griffith defeated Marlon White in the +40 final, while Mickey Armstrong defeated Craig Archer in the +45 final.  Richard Walcott once again defeated Orson Simpson in the +50 final, while Errol Pilgrim claimed the over-55 title from David Spink. Although this tournament was not sponsored several individual players are to be thanked for donating items that were given as prizes.
In December, the seventh annual Toshiba Copy Centre Junior Open was held with 30 entries, a reduction from the 40 entries received in 2005. Details of the winners were not available at the time this report was being prepared. 
Thus far this year, in January the BSC should be congratulated for holding its first Open tournament in many years. After that the BSRA’s Inter-Club League was played in February and March. The BSC’s Blasters team convincingly defeated the BDF Battalion A team in the final, with the Pleasant Place Strikers edging the BSC Boasters 3-2 for third place. MVP awards were given to the following players for their outstanding contribution to their team throughout the tournament:  #1 – Shawn Simpson (PP Strikers); #2 – Alex Garcia (PP Strikers); #3 – Nkosi Ross (Battalion A); #4 – Stuart Tippleston (BSC Blasters); #5 – Nick Paddison (BSC Blasters). The number of teams participating this year was the same as in 2006 and 2005 but was lower than in 2004. The challenge for the incoming BSRA Council will be to try to attract more new members to the game and also to encourage more players in their 20’s to mid-30’s to return to the sport of squash. 

In March the Sagicor General Junior National Championships were held. The BSRA received the same sponsorship as last year from our loyal sponsor who has sponsored this event since 1979! Cheri-Ann Parris (under-17 and under-19) was once again the outstanding player, taking two age group titles but Nkosi Ross did well to win the boy’s under-17 and to reach the under-19 final that was won in straight games by Bryant Cumberbatch. Other winners were:  (boy’s under-11) Gavin Hutchinson; (boy’s under-13) Matthew Hutchinson; (under-15) Zoe Lisk and Moishe Steinbok. The standard of play was quite high with the boy’s under-17 final (Nkosi Ross vs. Liu Ross) and the girl’s under-19 finals Cheri-Ann vs. Bo Harris) being two of the high points of the tournament. 

The recently concluded National Squash Championships were sponsored for the tenth year by the BOA via its domestic competition grant. In the open finals Karen Meakins outplayed Cheri-Ann Parris 3-0 to claim her record seventh straight national title while Shawn Simpson claimed his record fourth straight men’s championship with a convincing 3-1 win over the top seed, Gavin Cumberbatch. Fabian Goodridge defeated Mark Sealy in the longest match of the tournament in five games to claim third place, as did Lilianna White over Carla Jackson in the ladies third place playoff. The age group champions were: Ladies over-45 Elizabeth Johnson, over-40 Sonia Perkins. Men: Mark Sealy (over-40); Craig Archer (over-45); Orson Simpson (over-50).

Sincere thanks go out to the members of the Tournament Committee, and all the other volunteers, who helped run these various BSRA tournaments throughout the year.

SEEDING

As a result of all the above activity the top ten seeded players for 2006 are as follows:

Men: 
(1) Gavin Cumberbatch (2) Shawn Simpson (3) Mark Sealy (4) Marlon White (5) Nigel Griffith

(6) John Cumberbatch (7) Fabian Goodridge (8) Andy Gill (9) Alex Garcia (10) Richard Moorjani.

Ladies: 
(1) Karen Meakins  (2) Sonia Perkins  (3)  Jenny Armstrong  (4) Lilianna White (5) Cheri-Ann Parris  

(6) Nadia McCarthy  (7) Carla Jackson (8) Bo Harris  (9) Tracy Roett  (10) Carolyn Last.-Johnson
PUBLIC RELATIONS

Over the past year we have continued to receive reasonable coverage for local tournaments in both the print and electronic media. This coverage, however, is for the most part conditional on the press releases being written and sent to the media houses since very few sports journalists in Barbados understand our sport. The Barbados Advocate Newspaper must be singled out for special mention for the excellent coverage given to squash in recent years. The new PR and Marketing Committee will need to work harder to spread the workload and make the game of squash more newsworthy, since that is the only way that the image of squash will improve. Members are once again reminded that much information about the Association, as well as full results of most local tournaments, can be found on our website www.squashbarbados.org 

JUNIOR DEVELOPMENT

Marlon White continues to oversee the Junior Development Programme (JDP) which takes place from 12 noon to 4 p.m. on Saturday afternoons at the BSC. Despite the serious challenge in attempting to source volunteer coaches Marlon is to be commended for putting back something into the game. All National level and former National level players are urged to offer to assist with a few sessions of the JDP, which runs for approximately ten consecutive weeks, three times a year. Between 25 and 35 juniors are being coached at present, which represents a drop in the general attendance level in recent years. This trend will need to be reversed in the upcoming year. 
SQUASH DEVELOPMENT

Officiating Programme

The Caribbean Officiating Programme for Squash (COPS) was held again in Barbados during the period under review. Twelve persons from five Caribbean countries received certification in refereeing during the Southern Caribbean Squash Championships in August 2006. In total 30 persons from five countries have been certified over the past two years in this programme, including 11 at the B level. This Barbadian initiative has the blessing of CASA and has been hailed as a tremendous success at both the Caribbean and at the Pan American levels. Once again Squash Canada provided a Level A National Examiner (Adeline Clements) who conducted the training and assessment along with her husband Dave, who is a Level B referee. Four levels of certification are available in this programme:

· Level D - Has passed exam and is somewhat knowledgeable of rules.  Can mark and referee lower level Inter-Club level matches. 

· Level C - Has passed exam and has average knowledge of rules.  Can referee lower levels of Inter-Club level matches (#2 to #5 string matches), and early rounds of National Championships. 

· Level B - Has passed exam and has better than average level of knowledge.  Capable of competently and confidently refereeing Inter-Club #1 string matches and the finals of any local tournament, including National Championships. 

· Level A - Has passed exam and has high level of knowledge about rules.  Capable of confidently refereeing at the CASA Championships and /or the FPS Pan American Squash Championships level. 

A follow up course is planned for immediately prior to the Barbados Open in July 2007. The planned date for the examination portion of this technical course is Sunday July 1st with the practical assessment of the D, C and B grade referees taking place during the B’dos Open in the following week. It is hoped that about 2-3 local Level B referees will be certified as trainers during this cohort. 
Squash DVDs

The BSRA owns several excellent DVDs of top level squash matches which we will screen this year to members and other interested persons. Two copies of “Calling the Shots”, a refereeing DVD issued by the WSF, have also been purchased and screened.

Coaching

In November 2006 the national junior team coach, Marlon White, attended a high level coaching course in El Salvador. This course was held under the auspices of the Pan American Squash Federation and funding for the trip was obtained from the Pan American Sports Organisation (PASO) through the BOA.
CHALLENGES

Lack of Facilities

The lack of courts is retarding further development of the game locally. The new Council must initiate action in the coming year to try to get new facilities constructed within 18-24 months.
Criticism vs. Assistance

For yet another year certain members of the BSRA Council have been subjected to torrents of destructive criticism and abuse from a tiny minority of members. This is uncalled for and this negative criticism should stop. The focus of this attention seems, at the moment, to be shifting but these unwarranted attacks hurt all of us who sit on Council, no matter to whom they are addressed. It should be remembered that members of Council are not paid to do the Association’s work and volunteer a lot of time to the BSRA’s cause. Several extremely capable administrators over the past five years have been forced to leave as a direct result of this persistent, negative and unnecessary criticism from a tiny minority. The efficiency of Council, and hence the work of the Association, have suffered as a result of these departures.
All members, especially current and former national players, are once again urged to offer to assist the BSRA whenever possible. Over the past year the work of the Association was undertaken, once again, by a tiny fraction of the membership. This trend should not be allowed to continue in the year ahead since there is plenty of work to be done to build on the successes of last year and to improve in areas where the Council did not do as well as it could.

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS

Having been granted the opportunity to sit on council for the past year, and following my unanticipated ascendancy into the role of acting President of the Association, I have been given the rare opportunity to view the Barbados Squash Rackets Association from almost every conceivable vantage point. Having seen squash in Barbados through the eyes of: an eight year old enrolled in the Junior Development Program; a long standing member of both our Junior and Senior National Squash Teams; an overseas based player following local and regional squash events via our website and, over the past year, in my new capacity as a Council member I can truly say that I am very proud of the accomplishments of our small Association.
This is not to say that there is not significant room for growth and improvement within the Association, but merely to point out that the Barbados Squash Rackets Association is held in very high esteem both regionally and by our compatriots in North and South America, and with good reason. One of the main and more obvious factors which separate us from our mentioned counterparts is the diminutive size of our Association and our network of available assistance. Over the past year I was thrilled to hear the numerous ideas and suggestions that were put forward by the new Council and, while many of these objectives were not realized over the past year, there is no doubt in my mind that every objective will eventually be met. And while constructive criticism is always welcomed I ask you at this point to reflect on the many accomplishments of Barbadian squash over the past year, and the new direction and initiatives that we have to look forward to in Barbadian squash over the upcoming year, as many initiatives require time to germinate.
I suspect that the allure of Aunty Rosie’s hors-d’oeuvres and my own charming personality may have been insufficient to drag you away from your hectic schedules and so I will assume that all of us gathered here today share a love and enjoyment for the sport of squash in some shape or form. If this is so then I implore you to take a step forward and assist the soon to be elected Council in their ventures over the next year, as it is only through our collective efforts that we can truly realize our objectives and take squash in Barbados to the next level. This past year we saw many of our national players making their contribution to the sport, not only on court but also in the board room, and I invite you to name other sports or other professional arenas in which this is a common occurrence? A little bit of help can go a long way and I am confident that if we all make a small contribution in the areas in which we are most comfortable and best suited then there is a lot that we have to look forward to on the Barbados squash scene.

…………………………….

Gavin Cumberbatch 
President (Ag.)
2007/05/29

